
Monitoring Ambient Air: Implications and Implementations of the New Directives and Standards; 15/16 December 2004

The 4th Daughter Directive 
on Ambient Air Quality

Stefan Jacobi 
European Commission, DG Environment,

unit C1 “Clean Air and Transport”

Monitoring Ambient Air: Implications and Implementations of the New Directives and Standards; 15/16 December 2004

Content
of the presentation

1) legal background
2) background information / development
3) legislative approach / 

content of the Directive

Monitoring Ambient Air: Implications and Implementations of the New Directives and Standards; 15/16 December 2004

Legal background (1)

• Directive 96/62/EC on Ambient Air Quality 
Assessment and Management 
(Framework Directive)
requires to propose AQ standards 
for air pollutants  

According to Annex I for:
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Legal background (2)

• sulphur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide, particulate 
matter (PM10), lead 

First AQ Daughter Directive (1999/30/EC)
• carbon monoxide, benzene

Second AQ Daughter Directive (2000/69/EC)
• ozone

Third AQ Daughter Directive (2002/3/EC)
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Legal background (3)

• FWD requires to propose AQ standards 
According to Annex I 
for remaining components:

• arsenic, cadmium, nickel
• polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons
• mercury
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Development (1)

• Background documents
• Position Paper on Heavy Metals (October 2000)
• Position Paper on PAH (July 2001)
• Position Paper on Mercury (October 2001)
• Cost benefit analysis for heavy metals (January 2001)
• Cost benefit analysis for PAH (March 2001)

• Stakeholder consultation:
Presentation of developing drafts in the 
CAFE Steering Group
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